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MOVING TOWARD LENT  ... from Rev. Thom Lamb
As we move toward the Season of Lent, a time of introspection, repentance and penitence, I find great comfort in this wonderful 
text from the Gospel of John:

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.

On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
- John 14:18-20

Ash Wednesday is just a couple of weeks away and we will begin our forty day journey with Jesus, towrd Jerusalem, onward to the 
cross and ultimately a visit to the empty tomb.  This year as we have faced a number of different challenges due to the pandemic 
and an ever increasingly divided nation, Jesus’ assurance that he is present with us are words of comfort and hope.

Jesus was preparing to go to the cross.  He knew deep down how lost his disciples would be.  As he got closer and closer to his time, 
the disciples grew more tense, worried and distraught.  Jesus’ promise was so important to them.  For the would not leave them 
alone…words we desperately need to hear today.

The disciples had the privilege of walking side by side with Jesus.  The saw first hand his teachings.  They witnessed his powerful 
healing and how he defied natural law when he calmed the wind and raised the dead.  But still they were anxious.  The tide was 
turning against Jesus and they were afraid.

Jesus sought to bring them comfort, and hope.  His presence would be with them, in a new way.  It was no longer his Physical  
presence that would guide them, but a gift, the Holy Spirit.  It was by this Spirit of God in Christ that they would continue to live out 
God’s commandment to love and to bring the reconciliation to the world.

For us, the presence of the Spirit is all we have ever known.  And the Spirit is alive and well in our midst.  Guiding us and calling us to 
continue to live out the commandment to love, even as Christ loved us.

If you were to go out on the water you have two types of boat you could use. You could use a powerboat. In a powerboat you have 
total control. You start the engine, head off in a straight line toward your destination, and get there very quickly. 

Alternately, you could get into a sailboat. Here you do not have total control. Rather you must identify which way the wind is  
blowing and set your sails to catch the wind. You probably won’t be able to head straight to your destination.  You will need to zig zag 
across the bay. And the speed at which you move will be largely determined by the strength at which the breeze is blowing. We live 
in a powerboat society…we are less concerned with the journey, only getting as quickly as we can to our destination.  Powerboaters 
are an impatient lot and rely on the dependability of their engine to get them from point a to point b.  However, if that engine fails 
then they must put their trust in standby oars and row toward shore.  We want it now, we want to have control, and ultimately we 
put our trust in ourselves, rather than God.  

The sailboat calls us to trust that the wind will get us where we want to go.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called to trust in the move-
ment of the Spirit, allowing that wind from God to guide us toward our destination.  But the journey itself becomes more important 
than the destination.

Such is the life of a disciple of Jesus.  We need listen to and discover what it is the Spirit is doing, then work in harmony with the 
Spirit to move forward. Very often we will not be heading in a straight line towards the goal, and the pace at which we move will be 
determined by the movement of the Holy Spirit.

The pandemic and the distance we have felt now for 10 months has surely tested our resolve.  All of us have grown weary and  
impatient, justifiably so.  But we must press onward, forward as we together face the unpredictability of the wind.  But we are not 
alone.  I will not leave you, Jesus assures us, I am coming to you.

Whatever comes our way this year, we are above all, in it together.  And together guided by the Spirit, may we find our 
comfort and hope in the arms of our loving Savior.                                          

Thank you for your generous donations to the Christmas Joy Gift Offering.  A total of $1485 was received, and 
will help support church workers and their families experiencing critical financial needs, as well as youth attending 
Stillman College, Presbyterian Pan American School, and the Menaul School.  Your continued faithful support of our  
mission outreach is greatly appreciated.
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FEED MY SHEEP - Calling all sandwich-makers, cookie bakers and servers
This is a great opportunity to serve those in need in our community, and we can do this safely. 

Sandwiches and sack lunches: This can be a fun family activity! Simply make PB&J 
sandwiches and assemble them into sack lunches. We provide all the supplies and 
instructions to make 20 sandwiches for 10 sack lunches (2 sandwiches per bag).  
Sign-up to reserve your sack lunch kit to be picked up at 
the church and then, deliver the lunches by the evening of 
Tues, February 23. 

Cookies:  Do you find joy in baking? You can bake 2 (or 
more) dozen cookies to be added to the hot meal served 
at FMS. Just bake your favorite cookies and put them into 
baggies (2-3 per bag) and drop them off at the church by 
Tues, February 23.  
Meal service:  Are you available to help us serve a hot meal 
with a small, friendly group? We will gather at Feed My 

Sheep in Temple at 
10:45 am on Wed, 
February 24 to 
assemble and serve the meal. The meal is served 
outside, masks are required and meal service 
ends by 1:00 pm. (Limited number of volunteers)

Please contact Lori Lamb with questions or to 
sign-up for one of these activities by Friday, 
February 22nd. Call or text:  740-403-7156, or 
email:  lorilamb12@gmail.com .

OTHER WAYS TO HELP - Toiletry donations: The clients served by FMS are always in 
need of small, sample size or individually packaged toiletries, such as:  feminine hygiene 
products, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, nail files or clippers, soap, shampoo/ 
conditioner, sunscreen, etc. Toiletries can be left 
at the church in bags marked FMS in the class-
room behind the kitchen at any time.  Cutlery 
from your take-out meals:  Have you been 
ordering take-out meals and now have a surplus 
of wrapped, plastic cutlery? Please drop it off at 
the church and we will take your excess cutlery 
to FMS. 

More about Feed My Sheep: Feed My Sheep 
is a non-profit organization in Temple that pro-
vides free meals every day to our community’s 
people in need. Our church supports this won-
derful mission though monthly monetary donations, providing meals 4-5 times per 
year and by donating toiletries. Each time we provide meals, we serve about 150-200 
homeless and low-income people. 

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on Sunday afternoons from  3-4 pm by Zoom. 
GPC Youth Ministry will be participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring charity drive on February 7. Souper Bowl of Caring is an 
organization tasked to fight hunger and poverty and is hosted by youth ministries across the nation in their own communities. 
All are invited to help in donating non-perishable food items to go to the CTLC (Churches Touching Lives for Christ) here in  
Temple to help stock their food pantry for people in need of food. There will be large containers at each end of the narthex  
labeled Souper Bowl of Caring for donation drop off. If you wish to donate by check, please note on your check SOUPER BOWL OF 
CARING, or donate online by selecting Souper Bowl of Caring under the FUND tab. These monetary donations will also be going 
to the CTLC. Please drop off your donations no later than Monday, February 8 at noon. Please call or email Eric Peterson for any 
questions. Thank you for your continuing generosity!
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F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
IT’S YOUR DAY!
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CHI LDREN ’ S  M IN ISTRY
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - GRADES KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE
This Lent what would it be like to set aside 15 minutes once each 
week to gather intentionally with your children and family to:
1. Read a passage from Psalms. 
2. Do an activity that responds to the passage. 
3. Pray together.
What wondrous things could God do in this 15 minutes of sacred 
time?  

Lent at Home in Community is a six-session resource for your home 
to use during Lent. The sessions, written for all ages, can be done 
by individuals or with others within the same home. 
You may do one, some, or all the sessions. Choose a Lent at Home 
day for each session, preferably the same day each week. All supplies should be readily available 
in your home. Multiple activity options are given to make this as easy as possible! 

This easy to use and family friendly Lenten family resource will be available to view or  
download from the Children’s Ministry page on our website during Lent.  

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am 
online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web 
page:https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry .
We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the 
scripture of the day!  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  -  A Word or Two about this Month’s Bible Lesson
Have you, or has someone you know, ever felt like life was a burden, rather than a gift? 

What can we say to people who are struggling with life? 
What can we do for people who are struggling with life? 

Presented digitally by Pastor Thom Lamb, Lesson 5, Lamenting Life, draws inspiration from the 
Book of Job, guiding participants to new ways of understanding and communicating our personal 
sorrows with one another, and with God. The virtual lesson will debut on Monday, February 
22 at 6:00 PM.
While the lessons in this series are officially designated for “Presbyterian Women,” we invite and 
encourage ALL church members to join us in viewing and responding to all lessons in this timely 
and powerful series.    

T H A N K S  F R O M  P C H A S
Thank you for making this past year special for the children we serve in the community.
Here’s a short thank you video for those viewing this digitally: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQSFMK-Mf729Od5IlNPiExEDVM7-4x_F/view?usp=sharing
Let me know if you have any questions and I look forward to sharing more special moments 
with your congregation into the future, as well as fostering your relationship with PCHAS and 
the children and families in our care. 
Reagan Stone, Senior Development Officer

ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION ... Wine Corks Needed! 
We will be holding an online Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday, February 17, premiering at 7:00 PM.  Ash Wednesday is the 
beginning of the Season of Lent, forty days that will lead us to the cross and ultimately to Easter Sunday.  One person asked, “how 
do we impose ashes at an online worship service?”  Chelsea Stern sent me a great idea from her Christian Educators group, and 
it involves wine corks.  We are asking those who have some leftover wine corks to drop them off at the church in a bin at the 
south entrance (parking lot) to the sanctuary.  We will char the corks and you will be able to pick them up beginning on Friday, 
February 12.  It will give us the opportunity to impose the mark of our mortality in a safe way.  Fellowship cups will also be avail-
able for pick-up (self-contained communion cups) for those who need them.  Check the Weekly Messenger for more details.

IT’S YOUR DAY!
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
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PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer
 10 am  MORNING worship service

    11 am  drive in service (Beg 2/21) 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 

office know if you change your home address, email address, cell 
phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office 
at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click the links 
above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

(The first Sunday in Lent)
Beginning on Sunday, February 21 we will celebrate  
worship together, Drive-in style!  We will be holding a 
parking lot worship service, broadcasting through the FM 
station in your car.  The worship team is busy planning for 
this weekly worship service that we hope to continue until 
it is safe for us to worship in person.  We want to ensure 
that it is a safe space so we are asking everyone to adhere 
to the following guidelines:
• As you enter the parking lot, “Ushers” will be passing out 
a fellowship cup for all who would like to receive commu-
nion, along with an Order for Service.  This will include the 
FM Frequency (ie. 92.0) for you to tune in on your car radio.
• For our prayers, we will give you the opportunity to 
text (names only) of folks we can remember in prayer, to 
Thom’s cell number is (740) 403-7155.
• In order to ensure our safety, we are asking folks to 
please remain in your vehicles.

The service will last about 40-45 Minutes.  
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Our online worship will continue to 
be available with Sunday Worship premiering at 10:00 am 
and Evening Prayer Service on Wednesday, premiering at 
7:00 pm.

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with things  

either coming up that week or in the near future.  If you are not on 
this list to receive it and would like to, email the church office at 

office@gpctemple.org. 

FEBRUARY 21 • 11 am
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